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Chicago Officers Have A New Way To Police The
Streets: On Foot

Not everyone, however, is applauding the not-so-groundbreaking technique.

By Katie Rucke | September 12, 2013
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Chicago Police patrol the neighborhood, Monday, Aug. 26.2013 in Chicago, lll. The Chicago Police Department
is experimenting with on-foot patrols in attempt to reduce violent crime. (AP Photo/M. Spencer Green)

In an effort to reduce crime on the streets of Chicago, the Chicago Police Department has expanded the use
of foot patrols to 20 of the city’s most dangerous neighborhoods.

The surge of on-foot officers in Chicago first began in March. Twenty rookie officers were stationed in
“impact zones” on the South and West Sides of the city, where reportedly 20 percent of all violent crimes

have occurred in the past three years.

Since the implementation of the foot patrols, the department has reported a decrease in the number of

homicides and shootings. Officers also have seized more than 1,550 illegal firearms.

As of 2:30 p.m. on Sept. 11, 2013, there have been 299 homicides in Chicago this year, compared with 377
during the same time period in 2012. However, compared with the numbers from 2011, there has been a

slight increase in the number of homicides this year.

Arthur Lurigio is a professor of psychology and criminal justice at Loyola University in Chicago. He said he
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